Buli. ind. inst. Hist. Med. Vol. XXI1 pp.1to 7

NARASIMHAPANDITA
P. HYMAVATHI.»

ABSTRACT

£rom the ancient times there were many medical scholars in Andhradesha,
v&:; achieved an out-standing fame. Some of them composed medicat
works which were admired and studied by the scholars and students ali
over India. But unfortunately, we do not get proper and sufficient
information about these scientists since they did not give much information
of their personal life. Narasimhapandita is one among such scholars whose
whereabouts remained in confusion and misunderstanding. The present

study is aimed at making an effort in establishing the place and date of the

scholar.

From the ancient times. there
were many medical scholars in Andhr-
adesa who achieved an outstanding
fame, Some of them composed
medical wotks which were admired
and studied by the scholars and
students all over India. But unfor-
tunately, we do not get proper
and sufficient information of these
scientists since they did not give
much information of their personal
life. Some of them mentioned either
the name of thier father or preceptor
and sometimes did not give even
such information. It indicates the
fact that they were interested only in

the development of the science and
least bothered about their fame.
Their longing for the human welfare
is very much appreciable but their
reluctance to fame became an obstacle
in our attempts to reconstruct the
history of medicine. Nrsimhapandita
is one among such scholars whose
whereabouts remained in confusion
and misunderstanding. The present
study is aimed at making an effort in
establishing the place and date of
the scholar,

Nrsimhapandita is the author of
a famous medical lexicon entitled
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Rajanighaintu also called Nighanturija
and Abhidhana Cuadamani. Nrsimha
is also called as Narahari, Nrhari and
Nrsimhapandita. He is the son of
Iéwara Sari or Candi¢wara, who
belonged to Kasmiradyavarhsacarya
parampara, and a resident of Sirhha-
puri. Hitherto sll the scholars believed
that Nrsimmhapandita was the resident
of Kashmir. But it is a hasty con-
clusion. It they have studied the
colophon carefully, they would have
realised the fact that he belonged to
Andhradesa, a student of Srikantha
and a resident of Vikramasimhapuri.

Simhapuri is another name to
Nellore. The name Simmhapuri came
to this place on account of a
Jain monk Acirya Simhanaidi. It
is because Simhanandi consecrated
the idol of Jain, whose beareris a
lion, it is said, the town came to be
known s&s Sirnhapuril. Sri Kavuturi
Ramacandra Rao opined that, the
place came to be known as Simhapuri
after the name of its founder,
Simhavisnu, the Brhatpallava king
(675-600 A.D.):. Anyway, it is a
well known fact that the town is called
as Simmhapuri and Vikramasimhapuri.
In this town, there is a temple of Lord
Nrsimha in Danduvari street. The
local deity of Nellore is Candiswari
(also called lrukalamma). Thus we
can see that the names of Nrsimha
and his father Candiéwara or Téwara
Siri are related to this place. They
were the popular names there.
Nrsimmhapandita mentioned that his
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patron was Nrsidcihad. The scholars
like Garbe, Keith and Dutt Sharma
searched for the king who patronised
this scholar. But they did not find
out the King with the name Nrsimha
ruling at the time the other scholars
assumed i.e, after 1400 A.D. Hence
they thought that Simhadeva ruled
Kashmir from 1235 A.D. t0 1250 A D.4
But it cannot be accepted since the
date of its writing did not tally with
it. Nrsimhapandita mentioned that
he had consulted many works such
as Dhanwantariya Nighantu, Madana-
pala Nighantu, Halayudha and others,
but states that he mainly followed
the opinions of the Dhanwantariya
Nighantu.® Then it is clear that the
work is later than the Madanapila
Nighantu dated 1374 A.D. This fact
rules out the opinion of Garbe, Keith
and Cutt Sharma thst his patron was
Simhadeva of Kashmir,

Then the problem arises that who
was Nrsimha that patronised Nrsimha-
pandita. Simhapuri or Vikramasimha-
puri remained for sometime under
the rulers of Kalinga. In the
fourteenth century, two persons
having the name Nrsimhadeva ruled
Orissa. The kings of this dynasty
were famous for their munificent
activities. They received scholars
from various places and patronised
them in their kingdom. They granted
lands to the Brahmin scholars. That's
why, scholars from various parts of
the country came to their kingdom
and settled there. Especially after
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the estabiishment of the Mohamma-
dan rule in the North, many scholars
started coming to the South for
patronage and for the protection and
propagation of their faith in the
South. Among them the Kashmir
8rahmin sect was one. These
Brahmins propagated Kashmira Sai-
vism in Andhradesa. Temples were
built for Kashmira Rudreiwara in the
fourteenth century. Druppalli inscri-
ption® dated 1306 A.D, registers a
grant made by Bollamariju and
Rangzppa Rudradeva to God Kashmira
Rudreswera  Nrsimhapandita's fore-
fathers might have belonged to
Kashmira Saiva school of philosophy
as he is mentioned in the colophon
as belonging to Kaimiradyavamgéacary-
aparamperanvaya. Among the five
schools of Saivism in Andhradega, it
was one. Nrsimha or Nrhari mentions
that his guru is Srikantha. Let us
observe the colophon at the end of
the first chapter which forms a source
of information supporting the above
opinion; 7

Iti  Srivaidyapati  mirdhanya
ratnabharana Srimadiswara suarisanu
Srikantha carandrvinda sevasevaka-
rajahamsa Sri Kasmiradyavamdéacarya
paramparinvaya  Srinrsimhapandita
viracita nighanturajapara nimadheya
paryayavati abhidana ctdamani anu-
padi vargah prathamah.

This colophon informs us that
Nrsimhapandita had the title Vaidya-
patimirdhanya ratnabharanilankara,
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which means a crest jewel among the
scholar-physicians. It further means:

Srimadiswarasari sinu - the son
of Tswarasiri. Srikanthacaranaravinda
sevisevakarajahamsa-the best among
the people who served the feet of
Srikantha.  Srikaémiradyavaméicarya-
parampsranvaya - one  who, is a
descendent of a family which follows
Kagmiradya Saivism as its family faith.
Nrsimhapanditaviracita - Written by
Nrsimhapandita. Nighanturajaarar.a-
madheya - having another name as
nighanturdja. Paryayavati-containing
synonyms (to the medical substances).
Abhidhianaciidan.ani - in Abhidhana-
ciidamani. Anupadivargah prathamah-
the first chapter is anupadivarga.

Thus this colophon makes it clear
that Nrsimhapandita, the son of
I¢warasari and the desciple of
Srikantha, wrote the work Abhidhana-
cidamani also cealled Nighanturija.
It also informs us that he belonged
to a family which followed Kasmira-
dyasdaivism and he had the title
Vaidyapatimurdhanyaratnabharana -
lankara.

Another colophon which appears
at the end of the sixteenth chapter
runs thus :

iti Srivaidyarija rijahamsa $ri-
madiéwara stri sunu $rimadamrtakara
gadiasilimkara carana kamala nisyan-
dana prasida makarandiswadaniya
sundarendira vedacitta sitkara $ri
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Kaémiradyavamséacara paramparan-
vaya Sri Nrsimhapandita viracita
nighanturajaparanama paryayavati

bhojyavargapara nimo dhanyavargah.

Nrsimha is mentioned here sas
one who is blessed by the grace of
Lord Dhanwantari (Amrtakara) and
Hariharanatha, (Gadasalalamkara).
Thus this colophon informs us that
Nrsimhapandita had an Amrtahasta
and he was blessed by the grace of
Dhanwantari and Hariharanatha. Hari
hararatha cult originated in Andhra-
deda from Vikramasimhapuri (Nellore)
in the eleventh century. Thereis a
temple of Lord Hariharanatha in
Vikramasimhapuri. He is engraved
as besring gada (mace, the weapon
of Visnu) in one hand and sila
(trident, the weapon of Lord Siva) in
another hand.

Thus we can say that Nrsimha-
pendita, the author of Rijanighantu,
or Abhidhinacidimani, was the
resident of Simhapuri or Vikramasim-
hapuri and hailed from a Brahmin
family which followed traditionally
the Kaémiradya Saivism. He was
the desciple of Srikantha who was
also a great scholar in Ayurveda,
Srikentha followed Suddha Saivism.
Though Nrsimha is said to have
belonged to Kaimiradyavaméacirya-
parampard, he followed his own
path in religious views. He paid his
obeisance to Lord Hariharanatha (an
embodiment of Visnu) and Siva and
Dhanwantari (an avatara of Visnu),
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According to Fillozat, Rajanighantu
dates from the fourteenth century,
Gode opines that it is written at
about 1450 A. D. T. Chowdhury
assumes that the work was written
about 1400 A.D. It is supported by
Meulenbeld®. The textual evidence
proves that it was written only after
Madanapilanighantu  which wes
written in 1374 A.D. Nrsimha s guru
Srikantha also belonged to this period.
He was the author of medical works
such as Vaidyskasirasangraha also
called Hitopade$a and Yogaratnavali,
The famous scholar - brothers Vidya-
ranya, Sayana (author of Ayurveda
Sudhanidhi) and Bhoganitha were
his students. If these were Nrsimha's
seniors, his date of taking instruction
at the feet of Srikantha could be placed
in the first half of the fourteenth
century. The Bitragunta inscription?®
informs us that Srikantha was alive
in 1356 A.D.

Nrsimha’'s patron must be Nr-
simha IV, who ruled Kalinga between
1378-1409 A.D. Nrsimha U1l ruled
the kingdom of Kalinga between
1327-1353 A.D. Buthe must not be
the king who patronised Nrsimha-
pandita, since we found that the
author followed Madanapilanighantu
which was written in 1374 AD.
Henceitis clear that he was patronised
by Nrsimha V. During his reign,
the Velama King of Racakonda and
the Reddi kings of Kondavidu led
expeditions on the Kalinga kingdom
and occupied some parts of Andhra
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region which were previously captured
by the Kalinga Kings. It seems that
in 1386 A.D. Nellore was captured
by the Reddi kings. At the end of
his reign, Nrsimha IV lost many
parts of his empire. Hence it is
possible to think that Nrsimha-
pandita might have written his work
Rajanighentu before 1386 A.D.
There scems not much gap between
the writing of Madanapaianighantu
and Rajanighantu. It makes us think
that Madanapalanighantu became
famous soon after its inception
especially in Andhradesa, the place of
its origin and Nrsimhapandita might
be also in touch with its author. He
might h.ve wiitten Rajanighantu
approximately between 1380-1386
A.D., when Nrsimhade.. IV was
ruling the Kingdom.

Nrsimhapandita wrote two other
medical works i.e. Gunasirasamuc-
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caya!® and Vagbhatamendanam!!l.
His three medical (Senskrit) works
gained popularity within a short
period. Especially Rajanighantu was
very much favoured by the physicians
all over the country., The palmleaf
manuscript copies of this work can
be found avzilable throughout India.
This work contains new medical
substances which were not mentioned
in the previous works such as
Dhanwantariya nighantu and Madan-
apalanighantu, Gunasarasamuccaya
is also a work on materia medica.
Vagbhatamandanam is a commentary
on Astangahrdaya of Vagbhata. The
copies of these works are found
available in Telugu and Sanskrit
scripts. The copies of Rajanighantu
or Abhidhanaciidiamani are available
in Telugu, Kannada and Nandinagari
scripts. It indicates the wide popula-
rity of the works of Nrsimhapandita.
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aTfaganea
L CGil
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gua & fAgieor &1 T ¢F 7719 § |



